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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AV ING of late given more par- 
ticular attention to the ſubject of 
the Lord's Supper, I am convinced that 
ſome parts of my Addreſs to Proteflant 
Dilſenters concerning it need illuſtration 
and amendment. 1 have now added ſuch 
improvements, and printed them, together 
with ſome larger additions. Some of the 
corrections had occurred to myſelf, ſome 
were ſuggeſted by my particular friends, 
and ſome by the Proteſtant Fe An- 


Foer. 


N. B. (b) in the references to the pages, means from 
the bottom . | 


Speedily will be publi iſhed, by the FUR Author, 
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1. ETTERS to the Author of Rewarks on ſome the 


: Publications relative to the Diſſenters, i in a Letter 
to Dr. Prieſtley, by a Diſſenter, 


2. An Addreſs to Proteſtant Diflenters, o on the ande 
of Cnuxcn DiscixLINE. 


Printed for Jos eye Jdason. 1 in Pater-Noſter-Row: . 
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ſo Numbers at the Yarorval of about two o or - then Months, 
(Under the Direction of Dr. PRIESTLEY) | 


The THEOLOGICAL - REPOSITORY 3 conſiſting of 


Original Eſſays, Hints, Queries, Kc. calculated to promote 
Religious Knowledge. 1 
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N Free * to Proteſtant Diſſenters, as ſuch, By 
OY nter, 1s. 6d. 
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| SENTERS on the Subject of the Lon v 
: rere _ ſome et of 12 


PREFACE, P. 13. the few quotations 
1 I have had occaſion to make from the 
F athers are copied, with little or no varia- 
tion, from Dr. King's Conſtitution of the 
Primitive Church ; and therefore I have not 
made any reference to their own works, as 
I ſhould have done, if I had examined 


them, or pretended t to « examine them my- 


ſelf. ( 9 
B pf 415 1 17: 
(a) The author of che Proteſtant Diſſenters Aker” to my 


Addreſs, diſcovers a want both of candour, and of an ac- 
quaintance with the cuſtom of writers in his animadverſions 
on this ſubject, p. 131. No writer, I believe, who had occa- 


ö 7 ſion 


a” 
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P. 17, I. 1. and as 1 ſhall, alſo, endea- 
vour to take in every other confideration 
that can throw light upon the ſubject, you 
will, by this means, ſee, &c. 


I. 14. i. e. Let this wine bring to 
your remembrance my death and ſuffer- 
ings. As this event completes the ſcheme 


by which ſinful men are to be reformed, 


and reſtored to the divine favour; my 
blood may be ſaid, (in alluſion to the ſacri- 
fices under the law) to be ſhed for the,1 re- 
miſſion of ſins. 


P. 24, 1. 1. (3) that! is, let him Sas 
his real views and motives, and conſider 
that, &c. 


fon to quote a common fact in the Engliſh hiſtory would 


think of mentioning the hiſtorian, or the collector of hiſto- 


ry, from whom he copied it. In this caſe 1 could leaſt of 
all expect to ſucceed as a plagiary, if that had been any ob- 


zeR with me, when the book I made uſe of is almoſt in every 
body's hands. There is, at leaft, bardly any diſſenting 


* 


miniſter, of my acquaintance, who is not poſſeſſed of it. 


P. zo. 


> ba, wy . = 


THE LORD's SUPPER. 3 

P. zo, 1. 7. who are arrived at years of 
diſcretion, and whoſe lives are ſuch as give 
no juſt reaſon to queſtion their ſincerity. 


ww: 31, l. 3. is by no means neceſſary, 
but may be expedient, with reſpect to 
thoſe - perſons who may be ſuſpected of a 
defign to impoſe upon them. Were the 

nature of the inſtitution univerſally under- 
ſtood, and no impoſition intended, this ac- 
tion itſelf would be the declaration, &c. 


P. 32, l. 16. or rather, it is a profeſs 
| ion, &c. 

P. 33. (5) Notwithſtanding the Lord's 
Supper be properly a profeſſion of a man's 
being ſimply a chriſtian ;' chriſtianity in 
general, and this inſtitution of it in parti- 
cular, may be ſo corrupted, chat a ſincere 
chriſtian ought in conſcience to refrain 
from joining in the celebration of it. In 
the church of Rome, the ſervice is ſo con- 
ducted, that I believe it is impoſſible to 
communicate without being guilty of idola- 
try. A Proteſtant, therefore, might as 
HTO B 2 well 
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well burn incenſe to an idol, as receive the 
Wee at the hands of a Romiſh prieſt, 


P. 3d. La. 1 ail that every chriſ- 
tian ſociety hath a clear right to refuſe ad- 
miſſion to thoſe whom they believe not to 
be chriſtians ; ; and thoſe whoſe conduct is 
ſuch, as gives juſt reaſon to queſtion their 
ſincerity, though, in words, they profeſs 
themſelves ſuch ; as alſo, thoſe who are 
guilty of ſuch vices as are a ſcandal, &c. 


— |. 20. excommunicated, and at the 
ſame time excluded from their public af- 
ſemblies, as well as the Lord's Supper; 
being conſidered as perſons unfit for their 
ſociety or company. Since the conſequenee 
of excommunication was excluſion from 
their religious aſſemblies altogether, I do 
not ſee that they had any idea of the Lord's 
Supper being more ſacred, ſolemn, or aw- 


ful than any other part of the ſervice. 


The idea of ſuch a difference in thoſe or- 


dinances, as could lead them to think 


deve ee be a 2 in attending 
upon 


3 
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upon the one, and not upon the other, 
may, therefore, be concluded to have been 


of later origin, and conſequently to have 
ariſen from ſomething elſe than the genuine 
principles of chriſtianity. It was a long 
time before there was any fuch idea as ex- 


communication from the LINES 24125 


_ 8 

P. 95 1. 13. a more ; or Foy 
thing than the other, but. preciſely of the 
ſame nature. They differ only in this, 
that in one caſe I expreſs my ſentiments 
by an action, or ceremony, and in the other 
by words bearing the very ſame conſtruction. 
It cannot be ſaid that they differ ſo much 
as a common aſſertion and an oath, which 
however are both, &c. 


P. 35, 1. 2. (5) You, therefore, who are 
afraid to receive the Lord's Supper, have 
the ſame reaſon to be afraid to attend pub- 
lic and chriſtian worſhip, provided you 
really join in it. 


[43 


B 3 | NR 
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P. 35, l. 20, may almaſt amount d. 
claration, Ke. * 


1 36, I. 3. If there had been any 
thing particularly hazardous in receiving 
the Lord's Supper, more than in joining in 
other religious exerciſes; I cannot help 
thinking that our Lord would, himſelf, 
have given ſome intimation of it, at the 


time of the inſtitution. But nothing of 


this kind occurs. I alſo cannot think, that, 
if the apoſtle Paul had ſolemnly warned 
the Corinthians of this danger, when he 
firſt preached the goſpel among them, and 
no doubt adminiſtered the Lord's Supper 
too, they could ever have fallen into that 
very indecent and irreverent method of con- 
ducting the ſervice. Nay, I cannot con- 
ceive how this abuſe could have ariſen, 
if the primitive manner of celebrating the 
Lord's Supper, had not made it ſomething 


more like a chearful entertainment, than 


it doth among any ſect of Chriſtians that 
I am acquainted with at preſent. But our 
. More 


THE LORD SUPPER, 7 
more decent and frugal method is better 


o to ne abuſe... 

4 p. 36. * 15. which eee AN 
8 without particular preparation. Some ar- 
* gue the propriety of preparation for the 
P Lord's Supper, from its analogy to the 
, Jewiſh paſſover, of the preparation to 
MY which we read, John Xix, 14. But this 
f is the only place in which the preparation 
, of the paſſover is mentioned; and as Mark 
d 


xv. 42. calls the ſame day the preparation 
2 7 of the Sabbath, it probably referred to this, 


d and not to the paſſover. Beſides, that day 

8... did not precede the day on which the paſſ- 
_ 25 over was eaten. Our Lord had eaten it 

| the day before. 

. | 

ay P. 43, I. 10. thaw This was exactly 
- agreeable to the maxims of the heathens, 
8 who ſpeak in the higheſt terms of the 
n purity and happineſs of the initiated. See 
at Potter's Antiquities of Greece, vol, I. p. 

ir | 390. 
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P. 54, l. 8. Many diſſenters have gone 
deeper into this ſuperſtition than the di- 
vines of the church of England. At leaſt 
their greater backwardneſs to attend the 


_ Eord's Supper, ſeems to diſcover more of 


a ſuperſtitious dread of it. The terms of 


adiniflion are alſo more ſtrict among thiern, 


which ſeems to argue the ſame thing. An 


account of what: is called os en in 


„ 


o 


nnn ee 
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of th qua jar ons * fo communirants. 
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o T the time of We firſt x plating 
of chriſtianity, the groſſeſt vices were 
thy prevalent in all the Gentile 
world; and according to the teſtimony of 
Joſephus, the Jews were not lefs aban- 
doned. The picture that St. Paul draws 
of them both, towards the beginning of 

his pare to the Noth i is indeed ſhock- 


ing. 


Lire 


Now it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that 
when perſons of theſe characters, and who 
had formed theſe habits embraced chriſti- 
anity (upon the conviction that Chriſt was 
a teacher ſent from God) their hearts and 
lives were inſtantly, i. e. miraculouſly 
changed. An excellent parable of our 
Saviour leads us rather to conſider the re- 
ception of chriſtianity, as the receiving of 
feed into the ground, which requires time 
and cultivation, before it bring forth fruit. 

Agreeably 
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Agreeably to this, Dr. Lardner ſuppoſes, 
that when finners were exhorted to believe 
and be ſaved, the meaning was, that, in 
conſequence of embracing chriſtianity, they 
would be inſtructed in the true way of 
ſalvation; and that, by attending to its 
great motives, and habitually obſerving its 
precepts, they would in time attain to 
ſalvation; and not that they would imme- 
diately obtain the true goſpel ſalvation, or 
have their ſins actually forgiven, ſo as that 

they would have been received into hea- 
ven, if they had died the moment after 
their being converted and baptized, 


The precepts and motives of the goſpe] 
are of themſelves ſufficient (with the uſual 
bleſſing of God upon our endeavours) to 

engage men to forſake their vices, and to 
practice virtue, Indeed the contrary ſup- 
poſition would be a reflection on the wiſ- 
dom of God, repreſenting him as having 
provided a means not adequate to the end 
he propoſed to gain by it. If all the con- 
15 | _ verſions. 
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verſions were, ſtrictly ſpeaking, miraculous, 
and the change of heart and life, which 
followed the converſion, miraculous too, 
the divine wiſdom (which we ſo much 
admire, both in adapting the evidences of 
the goſpel to the minds of 'men, and-in 
adapting its precepts and motives to work 
upon their hearts) would have been in vain, 
Where would be the wiſdom of adapting 
the organization of a ſeed to the ſoil in 
which it is ſown, if, after all, it could not 
grow without ſuch a divine inter pofition, 
as would have produced the ſame effect 
without any ſuch previous n of the 
one to the other. 


If, therefore, there be any ſuch thing as 
the wiſdom of God in the works of nature 
and providence; and if, conſequently, the 
motives of the goſpel produce a change in 
the hearts and lives of men, by their na- 
tural fitneſs to anſwer that purpoſe, it muſt 
always (except God were pleaſed to work 
'2 miracle ſimilar to healing the ſick or 


raiſing 
. 
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raiſing the dead) have been à gradual 
thing. And if, upon a man's profeſſing 
to believe in Chriſt, and conſequently to 
reform his conduct, he was admitted to 
chriſtian baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, 
(which I think none will deny) many 


perſons muſt have been admitted members 
of the chriſtian church in a very imperfect 
moral ſtate; and, as in the parable above- 
mentioned, many would relapſe into their 
former vices; tho their being incorpo- 
rated into a regular body, or church, of 
chriſtians, would be a great means of 
confirming them in their chatten faith and 
practice. 


Now it appears to me, that no man 
was refuſed admiſſion into the chriſtian 
church, if he profeſſed faith and re- 
- pentance, and if nothing in his con- 
duct at that time gave juſt reaſon' to 
ſuſpect his fincerity ; and alſo that no per- 
ſon was cut off from the ſociety by excom- 
munication, till his conduct, notwith- 
ſtanding regular admonitions, was notori- 
0 ouſly 


THE LORD's SUPPER. 13 
opſly inconſiſtent with his profeſſion, and 
generally ſuch as was a ſcandal to the 
chriſtian name. According to the rule of 
our Saviour, Mat. xviii. 15, 18. an offence, 
that finally ended in excommunication, 
was originally a fin («xv «yas/aoy) of one 
perſon againſt another; but, conſidering 
the great patience and forbearance which 

our Lord always recommended to his 
_ diſciples, we cannot ſuppoſe but that it 
muſt have been ſome groſs injury; and it 
muſt have ſhewn a bad diſpoſition indeed, 
to perſiſt in ſuch injurious conduct, in 
ſpite of all remonſtrances, private and 
public, and in contempt of the greateſt 
church cenſure. The chriſtians at Jeru- 
ſalem, indeed, made ſome difficulty of ad- 
mitting St. Paul to their ſociety, but not 
on account of any ſcruples about his moral 
character. Having been a notorious perſe- 
cutor, they were afraid of bim, not belzev- 
ing that be was @ diſciple, but ſuſpecting 

him to be a ſpy. Acts ix. 26. 


That 
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| That this was the ſtate of the chriſtian 
church in the times of the apoſtles appears 


from their writings, They addreſs the 


members of thoſe churches, to whom their 
epiſtles are directed, as Saints and the pe- 
culiar people of God, becauſe, by embracing 
chriſtianity, they profeſſed themſelves to 
be ſuch. Many of them, no doubt, were 
truly ſuch; and, in a judgement of charity, 
the majority might be ſuppoſed to be ſuch. 
But at the ſame time it cannot be denied, 
that the frequent admonitions, and ſevere 


reproofs which the apoſtles gave them, de- 


monſtrate, that a// the members of their ſo- 
cieties were far from deſerving theſame cha- 
racter, and alſo that many of them had but a 
very imperfect knowledge of chriſtianity ; 
and yet they are not ſaid to have been expoſed 
to any particular hazard in conſequence of 
their continuing in chriſtian communion, and 


none are mentioned as being excommuni- 


cated, except in caſes of very flagrant of- 
fences. 


In 
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In the church of Corinth, of the mem- 
bers of which the Apoſtle Paul ſays, that 
they were ſan#ified, and called to be ſaints, 
there was ſo much envying, ſtrife, and divi- 

fon, that he ſays they were carnal, and 
walked as men, i. e. as other men, or Gen- 
tiles, and not as chriſtians, 1 Cor. iii. 3. 
Brothers went to law with brothers, and 
before unbelievers, vi. 6. nay they wronged, 
and defrauded even their brethren, v. 8. 
ſpeaking of his intended viſit to them, he 
ſays, xii. 6. I fear left, when I come I ſhall 
not find you ſuch as I would; left there be de- 
bates, envyings, wraths, firifes, backbitings, 
wwhiſperings, ſwellings, tumults, and leſt when 
1 come again, my God ill bumble me among 
you, and I ſhall bewail many who have ſinned 
already, and have not repented of the unclean- 
neſs, and fornication, and laſciviouſneſs, which 
they have committed. Yet. we do not find 
that-any of them were ordered to be ex- 
communicated, except the inceſtuous perſon 
who had married his father's wife ; which 
was a crime, as the apoſtle ſays, not ſo much 

| as 
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as named among the Gentiles; and thoſe with 
whom they were cautioned not to eat were 
perſons guilty of very groſs vices, v. 10. 
If any man that is called a' brother, be a 
fornicator, or - covetous, ' or an idolater, or a 
railer; or à drunkard, or an extortioner. 


The ideas conveyed by all theſe. terms 
are not equally offenſive. Covetouſneſs, 
for inſtance, ſeems to be leſs obnoxious than 
ſeveral of the reſt; but when we ſee that 
theſe characters are ranked together, and 
the meaning of moſt of the terms ĩs obvious, 


as that of fornicator, idolater, and drunkard, 
we may reaſonably conclude, that the reſt 


are to be underſtood as of ſuch: a.degree, of 
the vice, as to be pretty equally notorious 
and ſcandalous. An exceedingly covetous 
man, and eſpecially one whoſe greedineſs 
of gain leads him to fraud and injuſtice, is 
as much a marked character, and as hate- 
ful a one, as a fornicator, an idolater, or 
drunkard. | had 


14 * 5 3 i 4 
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When St. Paul was at Rome he obſerved, 
Phil. i. 11. that there were ſome perſons in 
that city who preached Chrift. of envoy and 
firife and contention, not fincerely, ſuppoſing to 


add affliction to his bonds, perhaps intending to 


excite his envy and jealouſy, of to draw upon 
him the reſentment of the governing powers, 
by their officiouſneſs in publiſhing the goſ- 


pel. But ſince the apoſtle ſays he even rejoiced 


at this, we may certainly conclude that he 
connived at it; and did not cauſe thoſe in- 
4incere preachers to be excommunicated. 


In the fame epiftle; iii. 18. he admo- 
niſhes the Philippians mot to walk os many 
did, of whom he had frequently warned 
them, who, though chriſtians in name 
(and probably in church communion) were 
enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe end was 
deftruftion, whoſe God was their belly, whoſe 


glory ꝛcas their ſame, who minded earthly 


| Ty” 


When the fame. zpollle adrrionithe? the 
-ebriſtians at Coloſſe, Col. Hi. 1. to of 


C tity 
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tify tbeir members that were of the earth, 


| formcation, uncleanneſs, inordinate affection, 
evil cuncupiſcence and covetouſneſs, which is "I 
idolatry; and to put off anger, wrath, ma- 8 
lice, blaſphemy, with filthy communication, and 
not to lie one to anotber; vices in which he 
ſays they had ſametimes walked; it ſeems evi- | 9 
dent that he ſuppoſed they were not en- | P 
rely free from them at the time-that he MM © 
ee bnos Vile rt / Eid: l = 
Many other inſtances might be pro- 1 M 
duced to the ſame purpoſe, but the quota- = © 
tions would be tedious, See particularly 1 h, 
Theſſ. iv. 6. 1 Tim. vi 3. &c. Tit. i. 10. 12 
James i. 21, 26. 1 Peter il. 1, 11. 2 Peter i. q. : ko 
3 John 9g. and Jude 11. 7 4 
| SOOT en: ele 
In all the ſeven churches af Aſia, there BY” 
were many things much amiſs. In the 1 
church of Sardis, which is not repreſented * 
as in the worſt ſituation, it is only ſaid, that gi 
there were a few names that had not de- In 
filed their garments, and that were worthy to de 
Walt with Chriſt, Rev. iii. 4, and yet the a 2 


reſt 


* „ 
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reſt are not ſaid to have been improper 
members of a chriſtian ſociety, not are any 


of them ordered to be excluded, 


We certainly, therefore, ought 'to make 

a difference between thoſe who may be 
permitted to communicate with a chriſtian 
church, and thoſe who will finally be ad- 


mitted into heaven; and our real opinion 


with reſpect to the latter ought not to be 


our rule with reſpect to the former. 


1 would only obſerve. farther, that it is 
hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe that the primi- 


tive chriſtian churches in general conſiſted 


of perſons whoſe characters anſwer to our 
idea of holy and ſan#ified, when even an 


elder was required not to be given to Wine, 


no ſtriker, not greedy of filthy lucre, not 4 
brawler or covetous, 1 Tim. iii: 3. and the 


deacons not to be double tongued, not to be 


given to much wine, nor greedy of filthy lucre. 
In giving directions to appoint ſuch an or- 


der of men, (men of the firſt character and 


eminence in any of our ſocieties) I dare 


N 


2% "OBSERVATIONS! ON 

ſay it would be thought altogether: need- 
leſs, even to mention en * 
as theſe. 


In Clemens's epiſtle to the Corinthians, 

we find that the ſpirit of faction, which 
ſubſiſted in St. Paul's time, had greatly in- 
creaſed, ' notwithſtanding his admonitions, 
The people had formed a party againſt their 
miniſters; and, allowing ſufficiently for 
exaggeration in the ſtyle of Clemens, Who 
wrote to them upon the occaſion, we can. 
not but, from his epiſtle, conceive a very 
-unfavourable idea of their general temper 
and character: ſee the following extract from 
Bp. Wake 8 tranſlation of that epiltle, 
caps g. 


All honour and enlargement was given 
<©;unto. you. From hence eame emula- 
e tion, and envy, and ſtrife, and ſedition, 
e perſecution and diforder, war and cap- 
« tivity. 80 that they who were of no re- 
ce nown lifted up themſelves againſt the 
% honourable, thoſe of no reputation 


3 = againſt 
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« againſt thoſe that were in reſpect, the 
te fooliſh againſt the wiſe, the young againſt 
« the aged. Therefore righteouſneſs and 
peace are departed from you, becauſe 
e every one hath forſaken the fear of 
« God, and is grown blind in his faith, 
t nor walketh by the rule of God' 8 com- 


ce mandments, nor liveth as is fitting in 
« Chriſt, But every one follows his own 


9 wicked luſts, having taken up an un⸗ 
7 Juſt and wicked envy, by which firſt 
« death entered into the world,” 


Confidering the ſtate of the Gentile world 
with reſpe& to virtue, I do not wonder 
that there were theſe diſorders i in the primi- 
tive chriſtian churches. It required ſome 
time for the genuine ſpirit of chriſtianity 
to inſinuate itſelf into them; and I think 
we may find, by the epiſtles | of Ignatius, 
and other later writings, that a better dil. 
poſition generally prevailed | ſometime after- 
wards, and continued till the purity of the 


18 chriſtian faith and ebf became cor- 


rupted. N 
c 3 | Many 
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Many perſons, I believe, are influenced 
in their ideas concerning the proper mem- 


bers of chriſtian ſocieties by ſuperſtitious, 
and what we may call monkiſh notions of 
virtue and ſanctity; from which the minds 
of few perſons are entirely free; and by 
which they are influenced more than they 
will acknowledge, and indeed more than 
they are themſelves aware of ; notions that 
lead 1 us to conceive very falſely concerning 
a truly chriſtjan temper and conduct, and 
which are, in many reſpects, unfavourable 
o real virtue, 


42 


The leading idea in this kind of ſuper- 
ſtition is, that men recommend themſelves 
to the favour of God by what gives pain 


and mortification to themſelves, It may | 


be traced in the maxims and conduct of 
the Phariſces and Eſſenes among the Jews, 
and i in the endleſs variety of auſterities de- 
viſed by different ſects of chriſtians. We 
ſee it.no leſs influence the conduct of many 
Mahometans, and vagioud tribes of heathens, 
. particularly thoſe who profeſs the religion 
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of the Brachmans of Indoſtan. But there 


is nothing of this in the ſpirit of the chriſ- 
tian religion ; and nothing in the precepts 


or example of Chriſt gives the leaſt coun- 


tenance to it. 


As the founders of all other religions, I 
believe, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 


the invention of ſome whimſical mortifi- 
cation, the ſingularity of the chriſtian re- 


ligion in this reſpe& is ſo remarkable, and 
ſo conſonant to reaſon, that it almoſt 
amounts to a proof of its divinity, Chriſ- 
tian virtue is an active and chearful thing, 
and requires no pain or mortification, ex- 
cept what is neceſſary to break the force 
of bad habits, and to diſcontinue any fin- 
ful practices we may have been accuſtomed 


to, in order to ceaſe to do evil and learn to 


do well; whereas the auſterities referred to 


above, terminate in afflicting the body, 


without contributing at all to the improve- 
ment of the mind. | 


The 
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The doctrines of the goſpel are eminerit» 
ly calculated to inforce the practice of vir- 
tue, eſpecially by the revelation of a fu- 
ture life, to which we ſhall be raiſed at the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt; who will render 
to every man according to his works. A 
firm belief of, and an habitual attention to, 
theſe important traths, tend to give us a 
ſuperiority of mind to this world, enable 
us to forego all the pleaſures and advanta- 
ges of this life, when they cannot be ob- 
tained with a good conſcience, and make 
us to fear none of the things that we can 
ſuffer in the practice of our duty; know- 
ing that our reward is great in heaven, and 
that we ſhall be more than recompenced at 
the reſurrection of the juſt. | 


The operation of | theſe principles is 
evident, and I believe would be much 
more generally efficacious, if men were not 
diſcouraged from attempting the chriſtian 
character at all, by the idea of its being 

ſomething above their reach, ſomething 
that requires ſuch conſtant and ſevere ſpiri- 
| tual 


ing 


fig 
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| tual exereiſts, as are almoſt inconſiſtent 
with the uſual purſuits, ag a . ny 
CS: 2 K. 9 


1. 

It is but an * AG. this 
thoſe who give the moſt attention to, the 
principles of chriſtianity, can attain, and 


we are but in a progreſs towards perfection; 
and though it behoves every man to culti- 


vate the virtues of tbe bear with the ut- 


moſt care, and by every exerciſe that is 


really adapted to promote them, becauſe 


the virtues of the heart are the only ones 


that are of value in the ſight of God, and 


indeed the beſt foundation and ſecurity for 


a. good life; yet they are only thoſe that 
which human, and even chriſtian ſocie- 


ties can properly take notice, If we go be- 
yond this, we have no ſufficient data, or 


evidence to proceed upon, and are in dan- 


ger of obſtructing the progreſs of virtue 


eder than ram „ 


. ' 
* * , _ * nl 73 


Any 
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Any perſon, therefore, Who ſupports 
What we call à decent charaFer in life, and 
who, if he were interrogated, would profeſs 
faith in Chriſt and obedience to the goſpel, 
is a proper member of the chriſtian church 
on earth; the diſcipline, exerciſes, and va- 
_ rious advantages of which are calculated to 
perfect his character, and, by degrees, to 
fit him for being a proper member of the 
church of the firſt born written in 


Gs,” 55 


From the whole I conclude hat. if a : 
perſon, at the time that he propoſes him- 
ſelf to church communion, really intends to 
live as becomes a chriſtian, he need not 
have any ſcruple about joining in the or- 
dinance, though he ſhould queſtion, or even. 
believe that, if he ſhould then die, he would 
not be fit to enter into heaven; and that 
his fellow chriſtians, if they ſee no reaſon 
to queſtion his ſincerity at the time, have 
no authority te refuſe him, though wy 
have the ane idea of his ſtate. 


If 
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If we go upon other principles, and eſti- 
mate a man's fitneſs to be received into 
church communion by his fitneſs for hea- 
ven, it appears to me, that no man who 
hath the leaſt doubt about his ſalvation 
ought to communicate, For, as the apoſtle 
argues in a ſimilar caſe, Rom, xiv. 23. He 
that doubteth. is damned if he eat, Where- 
ever religion, or morality is concerned, we 
certainly ought not to act without the full 
conviction of our minds; and ſhould refrain 
from actipg at all, if we have any doubt 
concerning the propriety. of our conduct; 
more eſpecially in this caſe, where there is 
ſuppoſed to be very great hazard in com- 
municating, and none at all in not com- 
municating. 


The very idea of the nature and deſign | 

of the Lord's-Supper, as it is underſtood 
by the orthodox diſſenters, appears to me 
to be utterly inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of 
_ chriſtianity. If we judge of the fitneſs of 
a perſon for church communion by his 
fitneſs for heaven, every. candidate declares, 
in 


— — —— - - 
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in the face of the world, that he thinks 


himſelf a favourite of God, and ripe for 


future glory; and the church, in conſider- 
ing whether they ſhall receive him or not, 
are judges of his everlaſting ſtate; which im- 
plies ſuch a degree of aſſurance on one fide, 
and encourages ſuch a ſpirit of baughtineſs 
and cen ſoriouſneſs on the other, as appear to 
me not to belong to chriſtians, who ſhould 
be clothed with humility, and judge no- 
thing before the time; and who ſhould 
leaſt of all uſurp the office of Chriſt, to 
whom that kind of judgment is com- | 
mitted, 


It the righteous diſclaim their good 


works at the day of judgment, can it be 
ſuppoſed that they will plead and proclaim 
them here? I ſhould therefore think, that, 
to act upon this principle, and at the ſame 


| time preſerve any appearance of the humi- 


lity of chriſtians, no perſon ſhould, di- 
rely or indire&ly, propoſe himſelf for 
church communion. Others ſhould pro- 
poſe it to him, and if he did conſent, it 

_ ſhould 
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ſhould be with great reluctance. For, of 


the two, it would be rather more decent for 


others to ſay, © Sir, we think you to be a 
* child of God, and fit for heaven, as well 


te ag ourſelves,” and for him to be perſuaded 


by them to think ſo well of himſelf; than 
that he ſhould firſt pay himſelf that compli- 
ment, and then convince them chat it Kas 
Juſt. * 

That the idea of. ſuch a tribunal and 
ſuch pretenſions ſhould have occurred to 
any but Phariſees, would ſurprize me, 
if I did not imagine, that I could account 
for it, by the hiſtory of the e. of 
chriſtianity = 


Obfernations 


— 
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Obſervations on the Lord's Supper being called 
a fign, or ſeal of the covenant of grace. 


OME divines have affected to call the 

Lord's Supper a ſign and ſeal of the 
covenant of grace, If by a fign of the 
covenant of grace, be meant nothing more 
than a memorial of the bleſſings of the 
goſpel, I can have no objection to the 
term, becauſe I ſuppoſe that this rite was 


expreſsly inſtituted for that purpoſe. When 


we do any thing mm remembrance of Chriſt, 
we do it to take occaſion from it to recol- 


lect what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for 
us, in order to accompliſh the gracious 


ſcheme of our ſalvation, or our deliverance 
from fin and miſery. Our Lord, alſo, 
calls the bread his body, and the wine 


the laſt and moſt perfect inſtance of his 
love, 


his blood, apparently with a view to our 
recollecting, in a more eſpecial manner, 


— 
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love, in giving his body to be crucified, 
and his blood to be ſhed for us. 


But I af . lee in what ſenſe the 
a : ſeal, of. the new "conenang,; or "het the 
ſcriptures will authorize, what-I take to be 
generally underſtood. by it. It, 3s poſſible, 
that when divines call the Lord's Supper a 
ſeal of the new covenant, they may mean, 
that it was intended as an aſſurance on 
God's part, that he would actually confer 
all the bleſſings promiſed by Chriſt in the 
goſpel. There is no doubt but that God 
will confer, theſe bleſſings, and fully con- 
firm every thing that our Lord has aſſured 
us he will do. Of this he has, given us 
ample aſſurance, in that be hath. raiſed him 
from the dead. As the apoſtle. Paul ſays, 
Rom, i. 4. He Was declared to. be the Son of 
God with pow:r, by the reſurrection Jrom 
the dead; and Peter ſays, 1 Pet. i. 4. That 
tbe God and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ha: begotten us again to a lively bope, by the re- 
* of Feſus Chrift from the dead: and 


many 


32 


the ſame purpoſe. 
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Many other texts might * er N 


= 


The reſurrection of Chriſt, cherefdre, 


was properly the Teal of the new. covenant, + 


That this rite of the Lord's Supper was 
intended to be that aſſutance, Tee no evi. 


dence whatever. 


De this in remembranct 


of ne, Which words were expreſsly de- 
ſigned to inform us concerning the nature 
and uſe of the inſtitution, do not convey 
that idea; and the words, 'This cup is the 
New Tetament in my blood, appear to me to 


have been added, 


in order to expreſs on 


N account we are to remember i, 


dhe ſcheme e our et 


= A 0 on 


Tf" it Were 


true, that the death of Chriſt was the ſeal 
of the covenant of grace, the Lord's Supper 


_ could only be he memorial of the ſeal, and 


WEILL * 22 If. 


When God b the rain- bow to 
be a token, or aſſurance, that he would no 
more deſtroy the world by a flood, this 
uſe 
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uſe of it was declared in the cleareſt and 
ſtrongeſt manner, Gen. ix. 12. And God 
ſaid, This is the token of the cot enant which 1 
male between me and ycu, and every li ing 
creature that is with ycu, for perpetual ge- 
neraticns. I do ſet my bow in the cu, and 
it. ſtall be for a lecken of a covenant bet teen 
me and the earth, &c. 


-. 8 Alſo at the inſtitution of the rite of 
/ circumciſion, the Divine Being, after re- 
e citing all the promiſes of the Abrahamic 
o | covenant, ſays to that patriarch, This it 
n my covenant, à lich ye fall keep between 
1, me and you, and thy ſeed after thee 


Ne every man child ameng yeu Hall be circum- 
re Giſed and it ſhall be a tcken of the co- 
al venant betwwixt me and ycu. Gen. xvii. 10, 
er 11. Appointments of tokens ſimilar to 
nd theſe occur in various other parts of the 
Jewiſh hiſtory, but we find nothing like 
; this in the inſtitution of the Lord's Supper. 
no It may be faid, that the Divine Being 


this ſeals, or confirms to us the bleſſipgs of the 
uſe * geoſpel, 


f 
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goſpel, while we are partaking - of the 
Lord's Supper, or in conſequence of our 
partaking of it. In other words,.that, by 
means of this'rite, God, by his eſpecial pre- 
ſence, applies the benefits of the goſpel, 


giving the worthy communicants an aſſu- 


rance and foretaſte of the bleſſings of it, 
This I take to be the meaning of the au- 
thors of the Aſſembly's catechiſm, when 
they ſay that in the ſacraments, '« Chriſt, 
ce and the benefits of the new covenant; are, 
te by ſenſible ſigns, repreſented, ſcaled; and 
« applied to believers ;” and that, in the 
Lord's Supper, © the worthy receivers are 
* by faith made partakers of his body and 


ce blood, with all its benefits, to their ſpi- | 
ce ritual nouriſhment and growth in grace.“ 


But this, I apprehend, is much more 
than the ſcriptures or experience will war- 
rant, and the expectation of any thing of 


this kind I call enthuſiaſtic, and ſure to be 


diſappointed. Eating bread and drinking 
wine in remembrance of Chr:i't, doth not 
convey any ſuch meanuy. Indeed, if it 


were 
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were fact, that all the benefits of the new 
covenant were actually ſealed and applied, 
as well as-rrpreſented to worthy communi- 
cants, in the act, or in conſequence of the 
act of communion, they would have ſuch 
an aſſurance of the . pardon of their ſins, 
and of their title to heaven, as I imagine, 
few perſons will pretend to; and I imagine 
that few perſons would believe them, if 
they. ſhould pretend to it, 


Some perſons may chuſe to make uſe 
of the language above-mentioned in a qua- 
lied ſenſe, meaning, that their faith in 
Chriſt, and all chriſtian virtues, are ren- 


dered much more lively by the peculiar 
| preſence of the ſpirit of God in this 


ordinance. I am far from denying the 
influence of the ſpirit of God upon the 
minds of men, according to ſome eſta- 


| bliſhed law, or rule (that we may not 


ſuppoſe it to be, in the proper ſenſe of the 
word, miraculous) but I ſee not a ſhadow. 
of authority, from the ſcriptures, for ex- 


pecting this preſence at the Lord's Supper, 


more than in any other chriſtian ordinance. 
D 2 de 
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The preſence of Chriſt, whatever may 
be meant by it, is expreſsly promiſed, 
where wo. or three are gathered - together in 


lis name; but it is not ſaid, that they were 


to be aſſembled for the purpoſe of celebra- 
ting the Lord's Supper. On the contrary, 
I believe iti is generally underſtood to refer 
to their meeting for the purpoſe of ſocial 
prayer; and in no place whatever is there 


any promiſe made: of the particular pre- 


ſence of God, or of CR in the Lord's 
oo 


It is true, that the. aQion of eating or 
drinking may be intended to repreſent our 


receiving and obeying the goſpel of Chriſt, 


and conſequently our being entitled to the 


bleſſings of it; but Mill this is no more 
than a figurative action, and cannot amount 
to more than expreſſing our faith in Chriſt, 

our reſolution to obey his goſpel, and our 


hope of receiving the rewards of it 


words; z. and I appeal to the experience 1 | 


the moſt ſincere chriſtian if he has not 


found 


"_ Yer” veer” * 
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found every devotional feeling as lively in 
the exerciſe of prayer, as in the act, or in 
conſequence, of receiving the bread and 
wine at 4529 Lord's r 


It will not be ſaid, on any ſcripture au- 
thority, that the prayers that are uſually 
made before, or after the celebration of 
this ordinance, have any peculiar advan- 
tages annexed to them, 


The danger of communicating unwor- 
thily, cannot, in the nature of things, ariſe, 
except either from the indecent manner 


of adminiſtering and attending upon it, or 


the inſincerity of the promiſes and reſolu- 
tions that are implied i in it, which equally 
affects prayer, and partaking of the Lord's 
Supper. They are each an explicit or im- 
plicit reſolution to live as becomes the goſ- 
pel; and the divine diſpleaſure is as expreſs- 
ly denounced againſt the hypocritical wor- 
ſhipper, as againſt the unworthy commu- 


nicant: nay, there are frequent declarations 


D 3 of 
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of the indignation with which God hears 
thoſe who draw nigh to him with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from him ; 
whereas we ſhould probably never have 
heard of any danger of communicating un- 
worthily, if it had not been for the ſcan- 
dalous abuſe of this rite by the Corinthi- 
ans. 


In no other caſe, therefore, have we the 
leaſt authority to conclude, that this dan- 
ger is of a different nature from that which 
ariſes from inſincerity in prayer; and far 
are we from having any reaſon to 
ſuppoſe it to be greater. The one, conſe- 
quently, will require juſt as much prepa- 
ration and forethought as the other. I wiſh 
that more attention were given to both, but 
by no means to the one more than the 
other. 


ET is the expectation of the above men- 
tioned divine communications of the par- 
don of ſin, or at leaſt of ſome extraordi- 
| nary ſupernatural influence or, impreſſions, 
that, 
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that, I ſay, is enthuſiaſtic; and it is the ex- 
pectation of ſome particular judgment up- 
on unworthy communicants, more than 
what will fall upon inſincere worſhippers, 
that I call a ſuperſtitious fear. Diſſenters, 
TI believe, have a higher idea of the ſpiri- 
tual benefits of this ordinance, (though 
they may expect leſs from it as a mere opys 
operatum) ; and they have more dread of 
the danger of attending upon it in a ſtate 
of mind improper for receiving it, than the 
generality of the members of the church of 
England; and this appears to me to be the 
principal reaſon why it is leſs generally at- 
| tended by us. This ſtate of things was the 
cauſe of my writing the Addreſs to Diſſen- 
ters on the ſubject. 


* 
a 
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A Letter to the author of the Protefiant Diſſen- 
ter's anſuer to the Free Addreſs on the 


ſubject of the Lord's Suffer. 
Reverend Sir, (a) 


THINK myſelf obliged to you for the 
pains you have taken to write and pub- 
liſh your nine letters in anſwer to my Ad- 
dreſs to Preteſiant Diſenters on the ſubjett of 
the Lord's Supper, of which, in a polite card 


ſent along with them, you beg my candid 


acceptance, as a then of real reſpect. I thank 
you, becauſe you have led me, as you will 
ſee, to correct ſome miſlakes, and to amend 
ſome expreſſions which had inadvertently 
eſcaped me, and more eſpecially to make 
ſuch additions to what I bad written as ap- 
pear to me to be favourable to my original 
and proſeſſed defign in writing. You muſt, 
however, excuſe me when I ſay, that J 
think your manner of writing is by no 


means uniformly candid, or reſpectful, 


{a) In ſome of the Advertiſements the Author of this 
treatiſe is ſaĩd to be @ miniffer in London, 
A 
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A fair and liberal critic will conſider the 
real meaning of an author; and while he 
animadverts upon that, with the degree of 
ſeverity which he thinks the nature of the 
ſubject requires, he will overlook every 
thing elſe, and attribute ſlight inoonſiſtencies 
to inadvertence ; unleſs he think them to 
be ſuch contradictions, as thoſe perſons only 
are apt to run into, who have not truth 
for their object. In general you ſeem not to 
queſtion my ſincerity in what I write; but 
in one piace, p. 104, you infinuate, that 
my expreſſions are deſignedly calculated to 
convey falſe and injurious ideas. 


To me, Sir, you appear through your 
whole performance to have erred greatly 
on the head of fairneſs. Indeed there is 
hardly any thing that you. pretend is want- 
ing in my treatiſe, but what you yourſelf ' 
actually find in it, though not in the 
very place where you expected it, 
or not expreſſed in ſuch a manner 
as you could have wiſhed; but I ſhall 
not trouble you, or the public, with a mi- 


nutte 
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nute reply; eſpecially ſince you confeſs a 
dread of my abilities to diſcover faults in 
your writing, and to turn many perk oi it 
into ridicule, p. 132. 


The only view I have in writing to you 
is to obſerve, that you and I do not really 
differ in our ſentiments on this ſubject, ſo 
much as the world may imagine, from 
reading what each of us has written, In 
your whole chapter concerning the advan- 
tages that ariſe from celebrating the Lord's 
Supper, there are but few that you yourſelf 
have not found in my treatife ; and the reſt 
I have no objection to. As far as they are 
peculiar to the Lord's Supper, I think they 
are ſufficiently implied in what Ihave writ- 
ten; however Inever meant to excludethem, 


When you ſay, p. 204, that you do not 
imagine that God is in any other ſenſe preſent in 
the ſacrament, than be is with good men in gene: 
ral, in attending his inſtitutions; and that you do 
not pretend to a more immediate intercourſe 
with bim upon that occaſion, chan in other 
exerciſes of devotion, you ſay all that I ever 

- meant 


p , ͤ 0 . . Si ad 
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meant to contend for; but I do not agree 
with you in thinking that the perſons I 
cenſure do not imagine, or pretend to more 
than this. The writers of the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm certainly meant more, when they 
aſſerted that, by giving and receiving bread 
and wine, the worthy receivers are, þ y faith, 
made partakers of the body and blood of Chriſt, 
with all its benefits, to their ſpiritual nouriſh- 
ment and growth in grace ; and that by theſe 


ſenſib le figns Chriſt, and the benefits of the new 


covenant, are repreſented, ſealed, and applied 


to believers. 


Biſhop Burnet, alſo, certainly meant 
more than you do, when he ſaid with re- 
ſpect to the ſacraments, that Chriſt does ſtill 
accompany them with a particular preſence in 
them and a bleſſing upon them; ſo that we, com- 
ing to them with minds duely prepared, do cer- 
tainly receive, in and with them, particular 
largeſſes of tre favour and bounty of God. 


If ſomething more was not imagined to 


be done on God's part, as well as on ours, 


in receiving the Lord's Supper, than 1 in other 
4 re! igious 
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religious exerciſes, how came it to be con- 
ſidered as ſo much more hazardous to com- 
municate than to pray; when in prayer 
we frequently make as ſolemn profeſſions 
of obedience to Chriſt as we poſſibly can 
make, conſequently make ourſelves as cul- 


pable if we do not live up to them; and 


when we expect the divine preſence and 
blefling in proportion to our fincerity and 
real devotion, All the difference is, that, 


in one caſe we make the profeſſion by an 


outward fign, and in the other by expreſs 
words, bearing the very ſame conſtruction. 


You yourſelf, in more than one place, 
make the guilt of communicating unwor- 
thily to conſiſt in profeſſing a falſebood and 
declaring what is not true, p, 44, 46. If 
then the guilt, and conſequently the dan- 
ger of communicating unworthily conſiſt 
in declaring what is not true, it does 


not conſiſt in the mere manner in which 


the declaration is made ; for words and ac- 
tions may expreſs the very ſame thing; ſo 
that you perfectly agree with me in taking 


away 
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away all real diſtinction (that is, with re- 
ſpect to guilt and danger) between this or- 
dinance of the Lord's Supper, and any 
other, in which the ſame or ſimilar decla- 
rations are made, particularly prayer. 


N Few general prayers, I believe, are made 
without confeſſion of fin, and profeſſion 
of repentance and reformation of heart and 
life. If, therefore, men be not ſincere in 
theſe declarations, they ought not to make 
them; and it ſhould be confidered as a 
thing equally dangerous to make them in 
the form of ſolemn prayer, or in the form 
of receivipg the, Lord's Supper ; and if we 
could prevent it, the man who cannot make 
the declaration 7o live as becomes a chriſtian, 
ought no more to be permitted to join in 
public prayer, in which the miniſter makes 
that declaration in the name of all the peo- 
ple, than to join in the celebration of the 


Lord's Supper. 


I agree with you that there is great dan- 
ger in both, for it is trifling with, and 
3 inſulting 
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inſulting the greateſt and beſt of beings (but 


one who will forgive this, and every other 


offence not perſiſted in) but I cannot agree 


with you, p. 123. in thinking that there is 
more hazard in one than in the other. I do 
not ſee that, upon your own principles, there 
can be the leaſt difference in theſe caſes; 
and yet I appeal to any perſon, who is ac- 
quainted with the opinions and prejudiees 


of the Diſſenters, whether it is not gene- 


rally imagined by them, that there is a 
very great difference in theſe caſes. 


Is it not notorious that many perſons not 
only join in publick prayer, but even pray 
themſelves, with great folemnity and fer- 


vour, both in publick and private, and 


yet dare not receive the Lord's Supper, 


though they earneſtly wiſh to do it? 


Whence came the idea and cuſtom of what 


is called fencing the table in Scotland, any 


more than fencing the poblink prayers of 
the church ? 


No 
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No perſon, I imagine, ever meant, that 
the divine being was actually more preſent 
in one place than in another, or with any 
perſon at one time more than another; but 
by the divine preſence we mean his opera- 
tions and influence. And i in this ſenſe, cer- 
tainly, many perſons do imagine that God 
is more preſent with good men in the ce- 
lebration of the Lord's Supper, than” on 
any other occaſion. 


38 FR not think that you and I differ 
much with, reſpect to the guilt and hazard 
of communicating unworthily, which it 
has been my principal object to ſet in a clear 
light; and as to what I fancy will prove 
to be the only thing in which we differ 
materially, you agree with me, p. 16, 
that it cannot be expected I ſhould conſider 
any doctrine as taught in the Lord's Supper, 
which I do not believe to be a doctrine of 
ſcripture, Now I own that I am far from 
thinking, with you, that it is a doctrine of 
the icriptures, that the blethings which 
God beſtows upon us are purc afed of 4 
by bis ſon's death, p. 35. On the ry: 
I belicve 


3 2 £ET TER; 

I believe that they are all freely given 10 ut 1 
of Grd, and that God is ſo far from being 
the receiv. on this occaſion, that the 
ſcriptures repreſent him as the giver. 

Rom, viii. 32. He that ſpared not his own 

fon, but delivered lim up for us all, how ſtall | 
he not with bim alſo freely give us all things. | 
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But I fancy you will agree with me, that 
it would not be worth our while to take 
occaſion, from this ſubject of the Lord's 
Supper, to enter into a particular diſcuſſion 
of the doctrine of atcnement, though I car- 
neſtly wiſh that picus and learned men 
would contider that ſubject impartially and 
fully. Our ſentiments on this ſubject are 
allowed, on all hands, to be the foundation 
of very different hypotheſes concerning the 
whole ſcheme of chriſtianity, and it has not 
been ſo thorovghly canvaſſed as I could 
with, Permit me, Sir, to recommend to 
i | your attention what has been written in the 
Theological Repofitery on that ſ bject by a 
| | perſon who ſigns CLEMENS, and examine 
3 it, not with a view to find little inaccu- 
racies 
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racies and inconſiſtencies in the compo- 
ſition, but to conſider the ſpirit and force 
of his arguments, 


If you be a young man, I ſhall not fo 
much deſpair of a change in your ſenti- 
ments as you do with reſpect to me, and 
though I am not an old man, it is poſſible 
that, at your age, I thought as you now do 
on this ſubject. Idid fo after I was a preacher. 
How this will affect your conjectures with 
reſpect to the motives of the change in my 
ſentiments, I leave you to judge as you 
pleaſe. I think ſuch alluſions to my edu- 
cation and private hiſtory, as both you and 
Mr. Venn have recourſe to, are too per- 
ſonal, and very Improperty thrown out be- 
fore the public. 


1 (hall only ſay with reſpect to your con- 
jectures (concerning which you bid me aſe. 
myſelf, p. 97.) that every man, believing: that 
he has fürmed his own ſentiments impar- 
tially, and upon juſt views of things, muſt 

E | have 


have ſome different hypotheſis to account 
for the falſe judgments of others. In my 
caſe, you think that pique and reentment 
had the chief influence. But let us judge 
nothing before the time, for wwe n uſt all and 
before the judg ment. Jeat of Chriſt, uben the 
fecrets of all beurts ſhall be revealed. I 
hope that I ſhall endeavour ſo to judge, 
and ſo to act, as not to be * before him 
at his coming, 


That there is much real difference of 
opinion among chriſtian miniſters is evi- 
dent; and I have no doubt, but that this, 

as well as all other ſeeming evils, will ap- 
| pear to have anſwered a good purpoſe ; 
in many caſes, I am convinced, that there 
is much leſs difference than is imagined, 
from the different phraſeology we adopt, 
Many diſſenting miniſters, availing them- 
ſclves of mere verbal diſtinctions, eſpecially 
with reſpect to the doctrine of the Trinity, 
not only ſecure the reputation, and other 
advantages, of orthodoxy ; but ſtudiouſly 
throw 
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$1 

throw an odium upon others, as beterodex, 
whoſe ſentiments they know to be, in rea- 

lity, not at all different from their own. 


There are circumſtances, in which it will, 
doubtleſs, be prudept and right for a man 
to conceal his ſentiments, if he can dq 
it without diffimulation ; but I have al- 
ways choſen to lean rather to the other ex- 
treme ; and had all, who think as I da in 
matters of religion, acted with ſcrupulous 
integrity and honeſty, I am convinced it 

ould have been much better for the inte- 
ey truth and of virtue too ; tho' I am 
far from thinking that thoſe who have added 
on different maxims have not had the beſt 
intentions. 


I do not think, as you inſinuate with re- 
ſpect to me, that you have defignedly mil- 
repreſented the ſentiments of the Diſſenters 
concerning the Lord's Supper ; but I ſup-. 
poſe that you, thinking pretty rationally on 
this ſubject yourſelf, imagine that others 
E 2 do 
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do ſo too, and alſo, that the phraſeology 
you have been accuſtomed to is expreſſive 
of ſuch rational ſentiments. Whereas I 
think that the phraſeology in uſe. among 
us, with reſpect to this ſubject, is not con- 
ſiſtent with rational or ſcriptural principles, 
but took its riſe from notions that are irra- 
tional, unſcriptural, and ſuperſtitious ; no- 
tions which you and I equally diſclaim, 
but which we take very different methods 
to exterminate, You deny the exiſtence 
of the ſuperſtition, and would accommo- 
date the phraſeology to reaſon. I would 
combat the ſuperſtitious principle itſelf, 
and diſcontinue the phraſeology that is 
grounded upon it, I would even diſuſe a 
ſcriptural phraſe, if J had no hope of ma- 
king it generally underſtood, in a ſenſe 
agreeable to reaſon, and the true meaning 
of the ſacred writers. Ty 


As you ſeem deſirous of entering into a 
fair diſcuſſion of the merits of the queſtion, 
concerning the nature and uſe of the Lord's 

Supper, 
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Supper, and to undertake what Mr. Venn 
entered upon, under great diſadvantage, 
and what he would purſue under much 
greater; you can have no objection to my 
requeſting your attention to what I have 
advanced in the Additions, and alſo to the 
following queries, calculated, as I think, 
to bring the diſpute to a farr iſſue; and I 
beg you would not think yourſelf obliged 
to accommodate what you may write for the 
future to any thing you have already writ- 


ten, Of this I have ſet you an example 
myſelf. 


1. When we are commanded, to eat 
bread and drink wine in remembrance of 
Chriſt, is it not the ſame thing zs if we 
were enjoined to take that opportunity of 
recollecting what Chriſt has done and ſuf- 
fered for us, that is, what we believe that 
he has done and ſuffered for us 


2. Is not 2 command of this nature 4 

call upon every perſon who is convinced | 
that Chriſt deſerves to be thus remembered 
5 "8 and 
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and obeyed, to remember him in this man- 
ner ? 

8. Are not all perſons included in this 
deſcription, who, if they were interrogated, 
would fay they were chriſtians ? 


4. Is not every thing that can be advan- 
ced, concerning the proper qualifications of 
communicants, to' be deduced by way of 
inference, from the conſideration of what 
is implied in the declaration of a man's be- 
ing a chriſtian ? 


5. Is it poſſible that this declaration 
ſhould contain more than a preſent reſo- 
lution to live as becomes a chriſtian? 

6. Doch not all the guilt, and conſe- 
quently all the danger, of communicating 
unworthily, ariſe from this declaration not 
being ſincere ? i. e. from a perſon not really 
intending to live as becomes a chriſtian at 
the time that he makes it? 


7. Is 
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F. Is it not cuſtomary to make 'declara- 
tions ſimilar to this in prayer ? | 


8. If the declarations be made with the 
ſame ſeriouſneſs, are not the guilt and dan- 
ger of inſincerity the ſame in both caſes ? 


9. If there be any difference, is not the 
guilt of acting in an unchriſtian manner, 
after a ſolemn verbal declaration of the con- 
trary, more aggravated than after an action 
that is only conſtrued to imply that declara- 
tion? ſince a perſon may ſay, that he could 
eat and drink in remembrance of Chriſt, 


and recollect, with gratitude and pleaſure, 


what he had done for mankind, without 
making any promiſe, at that particular time, 
of living as becomes a chriſtian? It is no 


where expreſsly ſaid in the ſcriptures, that 


we do make ſuch a promiſe at that parti- 
cular time ; and the only mention that is 
made of communicating wnwortbily is in a 
caſe where the guilt is not ſaid to have con- 
ſiſted in the inſincerity of any declaration, 

| but 
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but in the improper and indecent manner 
in which the rite was performed. 


10. Admitting that the above mention- 
ed promiſe is always implied, ought we to 
make any difference with reſpect to the 
qualifications of the perſons who may be 
permitted or encouraged to join in prayer, 
and in the celebration of the Lord's Sup- 
per? - |: | | 


11. Since we pray, or are exhorted to 
pray, much more frequently than we com- 
municate, ſhould' not the warnings againſt 
the guilt of inſincerity in the former caſe 
be more frequent and more earneſt than in 
the latter? | 


12. If the preceding queſtions be anſwer- 
ed in the affirmative, is it not evident that 
thoſe perſons, who join in prayer, in which 
they profeſs obedience to the goſpel, and 
yet dare not receive the Lord's Supper, are 

in- 
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influenced by principles that are juſtly call- 
ed ſuperſtitious? 


13. Is not the cuſtom of ſolemn prepara- 


tion, previous to receiving the Lord's Sup- 


per, a proof that it has been placed in too 


high a rank of importance, with reſpect to 


prayer, and other religious exerciſes? 


14. Is not the opinion of the unfitneſs 


of a perſon, who has preached and prayed 


in public many years (but who has not 


been ordained) to adminiſter either baptiſm 
or the Lord's Supper, a proof of the exiſt- 
ence of ſome ſuperſtitious notion concern- 
ing the ſacraments ? 


15. Is not the unwillingneſs of many 
Diſſenters ta receive the bread and wine 
except from the hands of the miniſter 
himſelf, and ſometimes of their oun mini- 


fer, a confirmation of the ſame charge of 


ſuperſtition? 


16. Is not the cuſtom of requiring an 


account of a perſon's experience in religion, 
F before 
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before he be admitted to communicate, 
when the ſame perſon is admitted to pray 
in public, a Proof of the ſame ſuperſti- 
_ 


17. Is it not for the intereſt of truth, of 
chriſtianity, and of virtue, that theſe ſu- 
perſtitious notions be traced to their ſource, 
and exploded ? | 


For my own part, I am fully perſuaded, 
that all this ſuperſtition had the ſame - 
ſource with almoſt every other corruption 
of chriſtian doctrine and diſcipline, having 
been introduced by converts from other re- 


ligions; and that though a great part of 


this, as well as of other abuſes, is now 
rectified, a great deal yet remains to be 
done; and I doubt not but, by one inſtru- 
ment or other, Chriſt will at length ho- 
roughly purge bis floor of them all, and that 
all the chaff, hay and ſeubble, that t have been 


and prophets, will be nen conſumed. 
$7 2 ee 33 Lou, 
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You, Sir, think that my treatiſe on the 
Lord's ſupper has a very dangerous tendency 
in a practical view, pref. p. 7. and, think- 
ing in that manner, you do well to cau- 
tion your readers againſt it. On the con- 
trary, I think that the tendency of my 
treatiſe is to reſtore to its primitive purity 
and uſe, an inſtitution calculated to unite 
chriſtians, together under Chriſt their 
common head; and I meant to aſſiſt in 
throwing down that ſuperſtitious barrier, 
which, in a great meaſure, forbids its 
being approached, or made uſe of at all, 


As my views, I am conſcious, are up- 
right, and I believe ju, I hope I ſhall not 
have written without ſome ſucceſs; and I 
ſhall think ſucceſs in any attempts to reſtore 
the genuine ' purity of chriſtian faith or 
practice to be a much nobler object than 
any other ſubject of literary purſuit. 


I am, Reverend Sir, 
Your very Humble Servant, 


JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 


Lr rns, May 16, 1770, | 
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